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May 17, 2010 

Ms. Gemma Zecchini 
CEO, Stewardship Ontario 
1 St. Clair Ave West, 7th Floor 
Toronto, ON M4V 1K6

Dear Ms. Zecchini, 

e-Lert of May 10, 2010 and Fertilizer Exemption Discussions 

It was with great surprise and then ensuing concern that discussions are underway with only a select 
group of fertilizer category interests to seek an “administrative solution” to “solve a problem like 
fertilizer”.  

Why should one type of product or target group sales be given preference versus the original 
“judgment” set out and approved by the Board of Directors of both Stewardship Ontario and Waste 
Diversion Ontario as well as sanctioned by the Honourable Minister Gerretsen, Minister of the 
Environment? 

As you know, we continue to object to having compost products be declared “municipal hazardous or 
special waste” in Ontario through the MHSW plan. Our concerns have not been addressed despite 
considerable input from both our Council as well as members.  

We now read that there are discussions to exempt sales for a specific target market. Despite what is 
said in the article (How do you solve a problem like fertilizer?), Stewardship Ontario, the MHSW 
program and its impact on compost products will indeed interfere with commercial relationships as 
well as market development (particularly when the issue is sensationalized with headlines such as 
“How do you solve a problem like fertilizer?).  

If certain products can be considered for exemption, we respectfully ask once again that compost 
products also be exempted from the looming MHSW program.  

We also respectfully ask that Stewardship Ontario open any discussions pertaining to the fertilizer 
category to all companies and organizations that are impacted by the currently approved MHSW 
program plan direction. Only then should decisions be made that can change the unfortunate current 
direction of the MHSW plan. 

We look forward to hearing from you regarding next steps. 

With respect, 

Tom Hennessey  Scott Gamble  Susan Antler 
Ontario Chair   National Chair  Executive Director 

cc: Glenda Gies, Waste Diversion Ontario 
 The Honourable John Gerretsen, Minister of the Environment 
 John Vidan/John Armiento, Ontario Ministry of the Environment 


